MR. CLEVELAND'S RENOMINATION.

The St. Louis Convention presents to the
people & candidate and a principle. Of the
candidate they have already once recorded a
favorable judgment. The principle is now
first put before them as the dominant issue
of a national contest. Against the renom-
ination of President CLEVELAND no dissent-
ing voice has beenraised at St. Louis. In its
form and in its spirit, beingmade without a
call of States, by a shout of acclama-
tion, amid a scene of extraordinary
enthusiasm, and in 7response to &
demand in which the Democracy of all
the States have joined, this renomination of
Mr. CLEVELAND is without precedent in the
history of the country. He is called
to the ecandidacy by his party speak-
ing with 'a single voice, and not
only his® own conspicuons merits ~and
proved strength, but the traditions of Pres-
idential renominations justify the choico
and constitute an augury of triumph. Of
Presidents who have been a second time
put in nomination, WASHINGTON, J EFFER-
SON, MADISON, MONROE, JACKSON, LIN-
coLN, and GRANT were re-elected, and only
JoHN QUINCY ApAMS and MARTIN VAN
BURgN failed of re-election. E

The principle which the con'ventfbn pre-
sents for popular ratification is the honest
conduct of the public busmess. This prin-
clple i broa.der than civil service reform, it
is broader than revenue reform. It in-
cludes them  both and other reforms with
them. The dishonest conduct of - the
public business includes the debase-
ment of the Federal service through
spoils-seeking and spoils-giving equally
with the exaction of war taxes in time of
peace, not for the benefit of the whole peo-
ple, but for the enrichment of the protected.
few. Both have. been the policy and the
practice of the Republican Party, and
by both the people are cheated of
their ~public. rights and their® just
private gains. The public business has
been honestly conducted by GROVER
CLEVELAND throagh the Admmlstra.tlon
which ,13 now d_mwmg to its close,. s0
far as he was fraée, thhini the lm:nts
of the Executive power, to conduoct it upon
lines of policy laid down by hlmseli’ Out-
gide those limits, within a sphere where the

respons1b1hty for well orill doing’ belongs.

-almost. solely to t.he Natxonal Congreas,

Jies thah mOnstrous system of* 'plllagez
‘hr atatinta wrhich the Rannhliann Pnrtv has

made'its own and’is’ ‘organized to maintain”
and defend. and thig the President has’ a.t-"'?
tacked with & vigor -and. courage wh.whf
makes h1m above Any other man in pubhc;
or priva.te statlon the personal embodlmentl
of tlie principle of tariff reform.* Upon the
one hand and. upon the other, therefore, in
respeot to admmlstmtwe reforma in the .de-
pa.rtments and in the .puvliec service, and
in respect ‘to the revision of the tariff laws,
Mr. CLEVELAND ropresents and leads tho
popular demand for a just conduct of the
public” business, He represents, it so con-
spicuously in his own person that no timid.

paltering: with phra.ses in the convention
platform, no -words that

heart for'things half desired or -wholly ab-
horred, not silence, even, upon the one great
issue, ‘could alter the meaning of his candi-
dacy or Tob it of ths reforming purposo his
achlevements and his convictions give it.
In a sense never. so truly applicable since
the renomination of LINCOLN in 1864, the
man is the platform. '

He is a man the people know. They know
and truost him where as yet, though not
without sufficient knowledge, they do mot
fully trust his pa.rty No other, Democrat
whom the Stv Louis Convention could have
named_ could command the confidence, the
support, or the votes that he commands;
and how puny and impotent now seem  all
the demonstrations that have been made
to prevent his renomination, how discred-
ited and harmless even for revenge are the
petty and malicious spirits that have con-
tinued to resist the party’s choice. Mr.
CLEVELAND'S  ability to administer with
fitting dignity the great office of President
of the United States has been tasted. The
record of his Administration is open
to the people. It has been scruti-
nized by {friends and by foes alike
with a minute attention which has left no
defects unconcealed, and has made known
many virtues which oven his adversaries
have applauded. It is faint praise of him
to say that he has been scrupulously faith-
ful to the laws of the land, but he has
been much more than this. He has
been vigilant in the performance of
his duties /to protect the individual from
the oppression of ill-regulated power, cor-
porate or otherwise, and to shield the people
from an injudicious or wasteful exercise of
the Ieglslatlve function. He has not at all
tlmes chosen or has not been able to abide
by the spirit or by the terms of ‘his early
assurances in 7regard to the eivil
sorvice, and mno one has  crivicised
his failures in this direction more
frankly than ourselves. The record of Mr.
CLEVELAND’S devmtlons from the path he
marked out for himself is before the people,
to be studied and judged by them. It calls
for no words of excuse or palliation. In the
words of the President himself, “it is a con-
dition that confronts us, not a theory.”
But upon the other hand, no Presi-
dent has ever done 80 much to
advance the reform of the civil service and
make it permanent. None has ever con-
tributed so much by his words and his
work to give the reform & sccure footing
in the favor of the people.

By Mr. CLEVELAND’S public virtnes and
pablic defects, then, the people must take
him and judge him as a candidate for the
Presxdency. His courage in- the assaalmg
of abuses is - EXnown. His message on the
protective tariff aroused the people as they
were aroused by LINCOLN’S first call for
troops His great ability is now candidly
recognized. Hisperfect honesty and sincerity
aré nolonger questioned save by reckless and
malignant partisans. His successes and his
failufos, his titles to applause, honor, and
respect, and his acts that have called for
censure or justified want of confidence are
recorded in an open book. The most cur-
sory examination reveals the vast predomi-
nance of the entries which stand npon the
credit side of the account. But above
and -overshadowing - everything else
upon the page stands the Presi-
dent’'s tariff message, constituting him
the leader in an ‘aggressive warfare to
make an end of extortionate customs taxes,
and furnishing the issue of the canvass.
Upon the President’s record, and upon that
jssue we cannot believe the judzmen$ of
the people at the polls will Dbe -other
than favorable, nor can we doubt that
the Independents of 1884 with substantial
unanimity and with very large accessions
will cast their ‘ballots for tho Democratm
candidate. |
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